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the Natches Indians (October 28, 1729) of the French
people settled among them, over two hundred in
number. The relation of this is preceded by an
account of those savages, their character, customs,
and religion.

The Natches tribe ‘‘ is the only one on this conti-
nent which appears to have any regular worship.”
They worship the sun, and their chief of highest
rank styles himself ‘‘ Brother of the Sun "—arrogat-
ing to himself therewith despotic authority. At his
death, his servants are strangled, that they may fol-
low him in that capacity to the other world. They
believe in the immortality of the soul, with rewards
or punishments in its future existence. Their crops
are planted together in one large field, and all
assemble to collect the harvest. The first fruits
gathered are presented to the temple, and then dis-
tributed according to the orders of the great chief.
Marriages are a matter of barter, the husband paying
a stipulated price in peltries or goods. Polygamy is
prevalent among the chiefs—the support of their
wives and children costing them mnothing, because
they have ‘‘ the right to oblige the people to cultivate
their fields, without giving them any wages.”’

Le Petit gives a long account of the customs
observed by this people in carrying on their wars.
The captives whom they bring home are made
slaves; but, if given to the relatives of dead war-
riors, the captives are burned to death. The medi-
cine-men flourish here, as among other savage tribes;
‘“all their art consists in different juggleries’’—in
dancing, singing, smoking tobacco, and invocations
to their fetiches. Other jugglers undertake, by
similar means, to procure favorable weather. Both



